
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

FRANCIS THE HOLY JESTER 

by Dario Fo 



FRANCIS THE HOLY JESTER 

A theatrical monologue by Dario Fo dedicated to Saint Francis of Assisi, on the centenary of the Nobel Prize 

laureate’s birth and the eighth centenary of the Saint’s death (2026). 
 

 

Directed and performed by Christian Poggioni 

 

In the aftermath of being awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature, Dario Fo wrote a new text in his distinctive 

jester-like style, dedicated to Saint Francis, a figure universally recognized — not only by Christians — as a 

messenger of peace, dialogue among cultures and religions, and harmony between humanity and nature. 

The performance weaves together historical sources on the life of the Saint with popular traditions and legends: 

the Wolf of Gubbio, the Sermon to the Birds, the meeting with Pope Innocent III, the composition of the 

Canticle of the Creatures, and other memorable episodes. What emerges is a joyful, light, and spiritual — yet 

deeply human — portrait of the humble man who declared “I am the jester in the service of God.” 

Christian Poggioni, already acclaimed for a successful production based on Mistero Buffo (Comical Mystery Play), has 

received official authorization from Dario Fo’s heirs to perform this work. 
 

 

Info +39 329 3022179 – c.poggioni@gmail.com – www.christianpoggioni.it 
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CHARLES DICKENS: AUTHOR AND ACTOR 

 
 

 

“What once seemed bitter to me, 

was transformed into sweetness of soul and body” 

 



Context and Anniversaries 

The year 2026 marks a double anniversary: the centenary of the birth of Dario 

Fo and the eight-hundredth anniversary of the death of Saint Francis of Assisi. 
 

Dario Fo (1926 – 2016) 

One of the greatest Italian playwrights, actors, and directors of the twentieth 

century. Awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1997, he was celebrated by 

the Swedish Academy for having “revived the tradition of the medieval jesters, 

scourging power and restoring dignity to the oppressed.” 

He revolutionized the scene through biting satire and visionary irony, and a 

unique language. From Comical Mistery Play to Francis the holy jester, his works 

continue to entertain while provoking reflection and challenging consciences. 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi (1181 – 1226) 

Patron Saint of Italy and founder of the Franciscan Order, he is one of the most 

revered spiritual figures in history. Born into a wealthy merchant family, he soon 

renounced a life of comfort to embrace poverty and devote himself to love for 

God, for others, and for creation. His radical adherence to the Gospel, 

grounded in humility and joy, made him a universal symbol of peace and 

fraternity, inspiring believers and non-believers alike. He is also the author of 

the Canticle of the Creatures, one of the earliest poetic texts written in the 

vernacular in Italian literature. 

 



 
CHRISTIAN POGGIONI 

He graduated in acting under Giorgio Strehler at the prestigious Piccolo 

Teatro School in Milan, earned a degree with highest honors from the 

University of Milan, and completed a master’s degree in directing with top 

marks at the University of Southern California in Los Angeles. 

He has performed in productions directed by internationally renowned 

directors such as Giorgio Strehler, Peter Stein, Massimo Castri, and Antonio 

Calenda, taking part in national and European tours. He served as assistant 

director at the Kaye Playhouse in New York. He has appeared in television, 

film, and radio productions in Italy and Switzerland. 

He has produced, directed, and performed in works by classical and 

contemporary authors, ranging from Sophocles to Samuel Beckett, from 

Shakespeare to Dario Fo, from Plato to Éric-Emmanuel Schmitt, from 

Charles Dickens to Anton Chekhov, and many others. 

He is an acting teacher and director at the School of Advanced Training at 

the Catholic University of Milan. 

www.christianpoggioni.it 
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Gazzetta di Parma, 30.11.2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


